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Visitors to the provence of Andalusia 
in southern Spain will immediately 

notice the beautiful Moorish architecture 
of many of its ancient mosques, palaces, 
and fortresses. From the time the Moors 
invaded Spain in 711 until they were 
finally defeated and expelled by the 
Catholic monarchs, Ferdinand and 
Isabella, in 1492, the Moorish influence 
dominated local architecture.

 
Presented here are my examples of 

these often dramatic influences. 
Although copied perhaps from the 
Visigoths, Persians, or Byzantines, the 
famous horseshoe arch is a popular fea-
ture of most of these structures. Domes 
are another significant feature and often 
contained stalactite ceiling decorations. 
It has been said that fractal geometry has 
been a key utility, especially for mosques 
and palaces. These are distinguished 
by the extent and variety of decora-
tion, including mosaics, wall painting, 
sculpture and carved reliefs with Islamic 
motifs.

 
The Great Mosque at Córdoba 

in 785 marked the beginning of 
Moorish architecture in the Iberian 
peninsula and is noted for its command-
ing interior arches. Moorish architecture 
reached its peak with the construction of 
the Alhambra, the magnificent palace/

fortress of Granada, with its open and 
breezy interior spaces. The walls are 
decorated with stylized foliage motifs, 
Arabic inscriptions, and arabesque 
design work, with walls covered in 
glazed tile. These mosques are square 
or rectangular in plan with an enclosed 
courtyard and a covered prayer hall. 

Islamic art, the arabesque, was an 
elaborate application of repeating 

geometric forms that often echo the 
shapes of plants, and sometimes animals, 
such as birds, instead of using pictures of 
humans which is forbidden in Islam. The 
choice of which geometric forms were to 
be used and how they were to be format-
ted was based upon the Islamic view of 
the world. These symbolize the infinite 
nature of the creation of the one God. 

Arabic calligraphy, geometric Islamic 
art, can also be seen on the walls 

and ceilings of mosques. A common, 
prevalent inscription is often replicated 
and states “The world is for God”.

My project is a simple attempt to 
depict the progression of the 

Moorish architectural influences from 
the Great Mosque at Córdoba to the final 
grandeur of Islamic art in the Alhambra. 
I hope you enjoy the ordered repetition, 
radiating structures, and rhythmic, 
metric patterns that form the basis of 
the architectural influences of Moorish 
history in southern Spain.
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7 The facade of King Don Pedro’s Palace, Seville

http://jerrygrassophotos.com/prices/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alc�zar_of_Seville
http://whc.unesco.org/en/list/383


Full Screen On/Off    Quit    Thumbnails
Print Purchasing Information

A Jerry Grasso Visual Arts Publication

Moorish Influences
8 Courtyard of the Maidens, Seville
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12 Ambassadors’ Hall, Seville
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13 Glazed tiles in the Courtyard of the Dolls, Seville
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17 Comares Palace 2, Alhambra
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18 Court of the Myrtles 1, Alhambra
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19 Entrance to the Alcazaba 1, Alhambra
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24 Daraxa’s Mirador, Alhambra
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25 Patio of the Lions, Alhambra
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26 Hall of the Beds, Alhambra
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27 Court of the Myrtles 2, Alhambra
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Moorish Influences by Jerry Grasso

PDF Version 1.1
Originally Published September, 2014

All images and text © 2014 Jerry Grasso
Published and produced by

Jerry Grasso Visual Arts
Bristol, CT

••••••

Composites photographed during our Spain visit in June, 2014.
Images and layout produced in August, 2014.
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Website:                          www.jerrygrasso.com

Project specifics:	 This project lives 
in several formats 
including hard-
covered books 
and as various PDF 
publications. 

Jerry Grasso bought his first 

SLR camera in 1975 and taught himself how 

to use it during trips through the Orient and 

hiking the Appalachian trail in Maine and New 

Hampshire.

Although he got his first digital camera in 2002, 

it wasn’t until 2004 that he became serious about 

his photographic art. That was the year he started 

his blog to document his artistic progress. In 

2009, he hit a valley of frustration and self doubt. 

That was when he attended a creativity workshop 

with John Paul Caponigro. He taught Jerry how 

to make creativity a learned process. He also gave 

Jerry the courage to continuously push beyond 

the boundaries of his comfort zone in order to 

sustain growth as an artist.

Currently, his photography is only the starting 

point for his visual art. He experiments with 

compositing as a method of abstracting a story 

to present a theme of ideas.
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All contents of this computer media
are copyrighted materials.

Unauthorized extraction or reuse of images or text 
is a violation of international copyright law.

Please note that this computer file has been sold/distributed as a consumer product 
for the private, non-commercial use of the purchaser only. Its contents are copy-
righted in its entirety and may not be duplicated by any means for use other than 
the original purchaser. All contents are copyrighted by the author/photographer 
and may not be duplicated for any purpose or by any means without his consent.

© 2014 Jerry Grasso
Jerry Grasso Visual Arts Publishing
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Email:
 info@jerrygrasso.com

Visit my website at:
http://www.jerrygrasso.com

Follow my blog at:
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Contact Us
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